
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Building relationships: As part of our topic we will talk about friends and families and 

people in the children’s lives who are important to them. We will be encouraging and 

modelling positive relationships in everything we do. 

Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

Managing self: We will focus on  getting to know the children  this term and encouraging 

them to build their confidence around us. We will be discussing their home life, interests, 

likes and dislikes. We will teach the children to use and care for school equipment and then 

trust them to access it independently during their own learning time. The children are 

encouraged at all times to be as independent as possible.  

See themselves as a valuable individual. 

 

Self Regulation: Clear boundaries and expectations will be set from day one so that the 

children know what is expected of them when they are in school and how to deal with 

issues which may arise in their friendship group. We will also look at techniques to help 

children calm themselves down if they are upset from separating from parents.  

Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others, regulate behaviour accordingly. 

Expressive Arts and Design  
Creating with materials. The children have continuous access to various media and materi-

als to allow them to explore textures, forms and use their  artistic skills to create collages, 

sculptures, paintings or anything that interests them. We also encourage children to experi-

ment with a range of construction materials to see how shapes fit together and develop 

critical thinking skills needed to problem solve and develop fine and gross motor skills.   We  

will be painting self portraits, looking closely at their features and using lines and shapes to 

make realistic drawings. 

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

Being imaginative and expressive: We will help the children to gain the confidence to 

express themselves in their own  creative ways through the various creative resources they 

have access throughout the day, this includes music and dance as well as the above. We will 

be focusing on using beat and tempo in music to develop rhythm.  We also have a home 

corner and building site for the children to act out narratives  and take on different roles.  

Develop storylines in their pretend play. 

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

Creates simple representations of people and objects.  

Physical Development  

Gross Motor Skills:  

PE topics will be Write Dance and Multi-skills activities which are both designed to 

improve children's coordination,  moving in imaginative ways and gross  and fine 

motor skills.  We will spend time focusing on a different fundamental skill and their 

overall body strength which will enable them to sit at a table or carpet with good 

posture.  

Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: - rolling - 

crawling - walking - jumping - running - hopping - skipping - climbing  

Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.  

Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage suc-

cessfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, 

gymnastics, sport and swimming.  

Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on 

the floor.  

 Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.  

Fine Motor Skills: We will be teaching and constantly reminding the children about 

hygiene and self care and encourage them to  manage this independently. The 

children will be learning the importance of regular hand  washing, healthy eating, 

teeth brushing and looking after our own needs.  We will also introduce and en-

courage children to hold a pencil using a tripod grip as they begin to form letters. 

Every day the children will have access to finger skills activities with different fine motor toys, for 

example shape threading and weaving activities. This will help to develop their fine motor skills. 

 

Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: - lining up and 

queuing - mealtimes - personal hygiene. 

Communication and Language  

Listening, attention and understanding:  We will share a range of stories and songs every 

day which will develop the children’s listening and attention skills. We will model and en-

courage children to listen and respond to questions  about what we have read or sang and 

encourage them to impart their own ideas with relevant response.  In Reception we will 

support the children to develop their attention span by using their interests to engage them 

in activities and invite children to bring in their favourite books to share as a conversation 

starter. 

The children will be encouraged to listen to others as the speak and begin to respond appro-

priately to what they have said. This will be developed through circle times as well as small 

group work at first. We will also be working towards following instructions with multiple 

steps as they get to know the routines of the day.  

Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.  

Engage in story times. 

Speaking: The children will be given time and space to develop their confidence to speak 

with adults on a  one to one basis or in a small group. This topic is designed to give children 

the opportunity to talk about things that are important to them and things that they are 

familiar with. We highly value what the children have to say and will encourage them to as 

well as model to them how to express their thoughts and feelings, as well as how to respond 

appropriately to what others have shared. Please see the vocabulary triangle to look at the 

new key language we will be using a lot this half term.  

Describe events in some detail. 

Mathematics  

Numbers and Numerical Patterns: As well as whole class teaching opportunities, we 

have a maths area indoors and out, that the children have access to during discovery 

time.  We will also conduct  small group activities to develop the children’s maths skills 

and understanding of concepts introduced during teaching and consolidate this by 

individualising it to suit the child’s learning style.   We will focus on number recognition 

and accurate counting to 5 this half term.  We will be spending long periods of time 

looking at how these numbers are represented in different ways (such as the numeral 

formation and object arrangements) and beginning to develop the children’s ability to 

subitise. (See newsletter for more information about this.) 

Count objects, actions and sounds. 

Subitise. 

Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

Literacy  

Reading Words and Comprehension: We will be reading lots of books together every day 

and will begin to discuss these stories  to develop awareness of the  features of books. The 

children have a reading corner that they can access during their own learning time with 

access to a range of fiction, non-fiction and maths books. Children will bring reading books 

home so they can practice their phonic knowledge when phonics starts and develop their 

own narratives using the images on the page.  

Re-read  books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their un-

derstanding and enjoyment. 

Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

Writing: The children have access to mark making/ writing in all areas of Reception and will 

be encouraged by adults to use these resources to enhance their learning. The focus will be 

more on developing their fine motor skills. We will begin to introduce phase 2 sounds, for 

each sound we cover we will send home a worksheet for your child to colour and practise 

at home if they want to. We will also aim for all children to be able to write their name by 

Christmas– any help at home will help with this.  

Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

Understanding of the World  

Past and Present: Children will focus on looking at recognising how they have changed since they 

were a baby. They will be encouraged to talk about past and present events in their own lives and 

in the lives of their family members. We will be looking at the story ‘When I was little like you-’ by 

Jill Paton Walsh and Stephen Lambert. 

Talk about members of their immediate family and community 

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

People, Culture and communities: The children will be encouraged to develop a sense of belong-

ing in our classroom and around the school. We will encourage them to gain ownership of the 

classroom and feel confident to gather resources they need and ask for support when needed. 

We will be looking at different families in our lives and how our customers are similar or different 

to those of families around the world. Lines of enquiry- Who lives in my home? How does where I 

live compare with India? 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 

countries.  

Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.   

The Natural World: This term the children will be exploring their senses and also the different 

types of houses people live in around the world.  We will also be exploring how the environment 

changes with Autumn.  

Explore the natural world around them.  

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.  

 Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them  

 

 Technology: The children will have access to various devices throughout this topic to heighten 

their learning. Some of these include the interactive whiteboard to draw representations of their 

Statements in bold are the Development Matters, Early Years assessments we will 

be focusing on this half term.  

Marvellous Me 
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