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School Governors are people who want to make a positive contribution to children’s 

education and provide strategic leadership and accountability in schools. 

Barlborough Primary School aims to provide a happy, secure and stimulating environment where 

children are motivated to learn, are valued as individuals and encouraged to reach their full potential. 

This is personified in our school motto – “Aiming Higher – Together” 

 

Governor 
Membership 
 

 
 
 
 

 

In the last eighteen months we have been joined by 5 
new Governors: 
 
 
ADAM SINCLAIR 
 
Adam Sinclair Co-opted Governor and Vice Chair - “I've 
been a secondary maths teacher for 11 years and have a 
daughter that attends Barlborough Primary. Having 
previously taught at the local secondary I chose to be a 
Governor as a way of continuing to contribute to my local 
community. 
  
I am part of the Standards Committee which enables me to 
apply my experience of data analysis and progress 
expectations to compliment the rest of the governing 
board.  
 

  

 

 
CLAIRE GAMBLES 
 
Claire Gambles Co-opted Governor – “I have been 
teaching Secondary Science for 15 years.  In that time I 
have been a Governor within the Secondary School setting 
and am currently Subject Leader for Chemistry.  My 
background is science and I studied Biomedical Sciences 
to degree level at university in Sheffield. 
  



I have lived in and around Barlborough for most of my life 
and was married in the local church.  I currently have 1 
child attending this school. 
  
For these reasons I am eager to ensure that the school 
continues to be a place where young people enjoy learning 
and are fully prepared for their next steps in life.” 
 

  
 

 

 

PHILIP WEBSTER  

“I have three children at Barlborough primary school in 
years 6, 4, and Reception. I am a member of the senior 
library staff at the University of Sheffield, and I have been 
affiliated with the university for over 12 years in various 
capacities ranging from research and development through 
to professional services. I have experience of working in a 
wide range of departments and have contacts with 
educators and administrators in various disciplines, 
including in areas related to outreach. 

I have previously served as an elected parent governor at 
Ridgeway primary school, a Derbyshire County Council 
school of similar size to Barlborough.” 
 

  

 

 
LESLEY-ANN LODGE 
 
Staff Governor – “I joined the Governing Board as a Staff 
Governor in February 2022. I have worked at Barlborough 
Primary School as a teaching assistant for the past 17 
years and started at Barlborough when my sons were in 
KS1. Both my sons now work in the education sector with 
my youngest son being a primary school teacher and my 
eldest son a school sports coach. 
Providing our children with the very best education in an 
inclusive and supportive environment is something I am 
extremely passionate about. I will work to ensure that the 
school continues to equip our children with the tools 
needed to fulfil their true potential. 
I very much look forward to working with the Governing 
Board and contributing to the whole school community.” 
 

  

p  

 
DEAN HOLMES 
 
Parent Governor – “I recently became Parent Governor to 
support the school in the best way possible to develop our 
children into kind, outgoing and ambitious young people. 
I currently have a daughter in school and a son who will be 
joining the school in 2023. I've been so impressed with her 
development so far. We haven't lived in Barlborough for 



long, but love the community feel and have been made 
welcome everywhere we've been. 
 
Myself and my wife run a small business from our home 
which we started just before lockdown in 2020, prior to this 
I was Head of Recruitment for a large insurance company 
and have spent around 15 years within Recruitment and 
HR sector which should have many transferable skills I can 
use in the Parent Governor role.” 
 

   

Thank you to our past Governors – Jenny Firth, Brian 

Wilson, and June Armstrong whose terms of office have come to 
an end this year. 

 

 

 
Committees 

 
The Governing Body delegates work to the following committees: 
 

  
 
 

The Climate and wellbeing Committee considers matters relating to 
safeguarding and the improvement of the climate for learning to ensure every 
child reaches their full potential, we also consider the wellbeing of the pupils, 
staff and Head Teacher. 
 
Martin Walton Chair of the Climate and Wellbeing Committee –“In light of the 
current climate, it was decided in 2021 that a new committee was required to 
monitor the wellbeing of the staff and pupils of the school. It was agreed that 
this would be merged with the Climate for Learning committee. The new 
committee is called the Climate and Wellbeing Committee. 
 
As a committee we have reviewed the results of a recent staff questionnaires, 
and agreed actions as required. I have discussed with the Headteacher any 
area’s where we can support her, considering the exceptional demands in all 
the current circumstances. All governors are supporting the school wherever 
possible. 
 
We have ensured that the school meets its legal requirements to publish 
information online and that the website is fit for purpose by carrying out an audit. 
 
During a recent visit to school, I was able to meet some parents and had the 
opportunity to discuss their views in terms of the school and their children’s 
progress in school. All the parents that I met were happy at their children’s 
progress and school in general and the way the school has managed the impact 
of Covid. I also had the opportunity to join the class that I am linked with, to hear 
children reading and was most impressed with the reading skills of the students 
and the atmosphere in the lesson.” 
 

CLIMATE AND WELLBEING 



  
 
 

The standards committee meets regularly to review progress of pupils to ensure 
the highest level of aspiration is given to their individual growth and to ensure 
appropriate targets are set to raise all our children's aspirations and fulfil their 
potential. 
 

 

  
 
 
 

The strategic committee oversees the work of the other committees and 
comprises of the Chairs of the other committees, Chair of Governors, Vice Chair 
and the Head teacher. We are charged with ensuring all committees are fulfilling 
their tasks that are set out in the school improvement plan. We also direct action 
where it is needed and provides reassurance to the full governing body that the 
school's objectives are being met. 
 

  
 
 

The Resource committee is responsible for ensuring the schools limited 
resources are used prudently to achieve the aims of the school and to help our 
children succeed. Managing the school's budget forms a major part of our work 
and we should end the 21/22 financial year with a balanced budget. We will 
know our budget for 22/23 early in the summer term. 
 
A health and safety inspection has recently been carried out and a plan of work 
drawn up to carry out repairs.  
 

 

 

Governors 
in 
School 
 

 

 
Governor visits to school during the pandemic have not always been possible 
but there are other ways that we have been keeping in touch with what is 
happening in school. 
 
Dojo and Class Links 
 
Adam Sinclair - “As well as being assigned to a year group, all governors are 
also set up to follow that year group on their class Dojo. This has been a 
fabulous way for governors to keep up to date with their class during covid when 
visits to school were understandably restrictive. Even now restrictions have 
relaxed and we're able to visit again, it's been wonderful to be able to see the 
comings and goings. I've particularly enjoyed Mrs. Biggin's and the 
Extraordinary Eagles Chinese week and got rather jealous of them trying 
Chinese food! As a secondary maths teacher, I've been particularly impressed 
at the level of mathematics they've reached and feel incredibly proud!” 
 
 

STANDARDS 

STRATEGIC 

RESOURCE 



Co-opted Governor Linda Watson has been a regular visitor in school through 
her voluntary work – “I have volunteered as a parent helper in Y1 providing 
extra support alongside the children in many areas of the curriculum. This 
includes areas such as Reading, Phonics, Writing and Maths. This has mostly 
been undertaken through small group intervention sessions where I have 
worked with groups of allocated children in the areas in which they need more 
directed and focussed instruction. This has allowed me to gain more insight into 
their needs and support them in areas in which they are struggling, enabling 
them to be more successful in their learning journey. It has given me the 
opportunity to support and target the specific needs of everyone in my groups, 
following the planning and direction from the class teacher, whilst highlighting 
the vast array of support required by the school to enable every child to 
successfully reach their full potential.” 
 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN 

To ensure the safety of our children both in person and on-line the Governing Body is responsible for 

reviewing policies and guidelines from the Local Authority and the Department of Education and 

undertaking safeguarding training. This is led by our Safeguarding Link Governor. 

Duncan Haywood (Safeguarding Link Governor until May 2022) Duncan remains on the Governing 

Body as a Co-opted Governor and Chair of the Standards Committee. 

Adam Sinclair (Safeguarding Link Governor from May 2022) 

 

 

Contact Details - The Governing Board welcomes any feedback, suggestions and ideas from 

any parent or carer.  Should you wish to contact the Chair of Governors this can be done via the 

school office or by email to: ChairofGovernors@barlborough.derbyshire.sch.uk  

mailto:ChairofGovernors@barlborough.derbyshire.sch.uk

