
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Ref:  RM/RS/Admin/Admission/Admissions -Year7-June2020 

 

To Parent(s)/Carer(s) of Income Year 7 Students 

 

8 June 2020 

 

Dear parent(s)/Carer(s) 

 

Re: Transition arrangements for incoming Year 7 students (September 2020) 

 

I hope that you and your families are all well as we live through these unusual times. 

 

Firstly, I would like to apologize that we have not been able to make contact with you and share information regarding our Transition 

plans as early as we would have done in previous years. All schools are awaiting regular updates from Central Government to enable 

us to plan what we should do next. Unfortunately, we do not receive any information in advance of the government daily briefings, 

and so we can only react and plan when something is announced into the public arena. Over the last week or so some clarity has 

been given as to what Secondary schools are expected to plan for and put in place. 

 

You will be fully aware that Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 are now expected to attend Primary schools, and that this has been put in 

place due the apparent low risk to younger students according to the government information. However, there is no re-opening of 

Secondary schools allowed on such a scale. Secondaries have been told that we must plan to re-open partially to small cohorts of 

Year 10 students (and Year 12 for schools with a Sixth Form, which we do not have). There are very strict limits in place as to how 

many students are allowed on site at any one time, and around having students attend on rotas over a period of time. Other than 

children of essential workers and vulnerable students who may be in year groups other than Year 10, we are not allowed any other 

students on site, and must also still limit the number of adults and visitors on site. 

 

As such we are in the unfortunate position that we cannot run our planned Transition programme through this term, we cannot host 

our new Year 7s for the final two weeks of term, and we cannot host our planned Transition Evenings for parents to gather information 

and order uniform. This is real shame for us as a school because we have seen over recent years how effective our Transition 

programme is to give our new Year 7s the chance to meet their new teachers, and get all the information and reassurances that they 

need before the summer break, so that in September they start back ready to go! 

 

However, this does not mean that we will do no Transition activity at all. Myself, Mrs Kingham (Assistant Headteacher i/c Transition) 

and Mr Tweddle (Year Manager) have all been in contact with the Primary schools and the Headteachers themselves to establish 

what we can do to support our incoming students through this period, and how we can best get information out to parents. Mrs 

Kingham has already passed on to the Primary school’s details of our Twitter accounts, the Year 6 booklet, uniform information and 

a contact email to contact us should any incoming Year 7 parents wish to contact us. I strongly recommend that you follow our Twitter 

accounts (@HHS_School and @HHS_Transition) as this is our quickest way of sharing information. In addition, Mrs Kingham is 

making plans to visit all of the Primary schools to talk to the Year 6s to answer questions and start passing on information face to 

face. 

 

With regards to the key information that we share with parent(s)/carer(s) at the Transition evening, we are putting together a number 

of video clips that we will share both through our website and Twitter feed. These clips will have information from key members of 

staff, and show virtual tours of the school so that our new students and parent(s)/carer(s) can start to get their bearings in advance 

of coming onto the site. 
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In planning for September, we have to work on the assumption that the whole school will be re-open as normal for all year groups 

from the start of term, which for Heritage High School is Tuesday 8th September 2020. Our re-opening plans will all be continually 

reassessed over the forthcoming weeks and months to reflect government advice and the national picture regarding restrictions in 

place at that time. So that our new Year 7s are not thrown in at the deep end on the morning of Tuesday 8th September 2020, given 

their new timetables and then sent off into the new, big wide world of Heritage, we are planning to put in place a Year 7 Induction 

Day on Friday 4th September 2020. On this day the school will not be open as normal, no other students will be in school, and only 

a handful of staff. However, it will give the opportunity for students to meet their new form tutor, meet the Senior Leadership Team, 

meet the Pastoral Team, be given their new timetables, have a physical tour of the school, and gather other key pieces of information 

(for example how the dining hall works and where the bus queues are). This day is likely to run from 10.00am to 2.00pm, however 

we will confirm details of this nearer the time when we know what government guidance says at that point. 

 

Please be reassured that we are doing everything that we can to ensure that your son/daughter settles in quickly and easily at 

Heritage High School, especially in these current, turbulent times. I know that this letter will not give all the information that you want 

straight away, but please bear with us and we will continue to send out updates on key information as soon as we are able to.  

 

Best wishes to you all, and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

R Marlow 
 

Richard Marlow 

Headteacher 
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