
Autumn 2 

Understanding the World 

Past and Present 

Lines of Enquiry-  

Does everyone in the world have a favourite pair of shoes?  
Barlborough Primary School Reception Knowledge 

Key Vocabulary Linked to Understanding of the World 

Past Time that has gone by. 

Present  Now, how things are at the mo-

ment.  

Perspective When you think about a situation 

from a different point of view. 

What you would feel, think, or do if 

you were in that situation? 

Change To make different. 

Evidence Something that shows that some-

thing is real or is true. 

Sequence  A sequence of events or things is a 

number of events or things that 

come one after another in a partic-
Key Questions 

What do you notice that has changed from the past? (when looking at a story) 

How do you think they would feel if... 

The topic of ‘Traditional tales’ lends itself very well to the idea of ‘Perspective’ as it enables 

us to explore the concept that events in stories can be seen from different viewpoints. 

 

This topic encourages children to look at evidence of past times presented through illustra-

tions, traditional tales and nursery rhymes and consider the concept of perspective- how 

the events and the way we see things can be considered from other viewpoints than the 

person telling the story.  We will start the topic reading ‘The elves and the shoe maker’ 

linking this to how things have changed since the story was written and think about how all 

the characters may feel. To emphasise this further we will be reading lots of ‘twisted tradi-

tional tales’ too such as ‘The three little wolves and the big bad pig’ and ‘seriously Cinder-

ella is so annoying.’ 

Assessment Checkpoint  

Understand the past through settings, characters and events en-

countered in books read in class and storytelling;  


