
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Building relationships: We will continue to encourage children to make strong friendships and 

develop the necessary social skills to show kindness towards others. We will also be taking part in 

the Anti-Bullying week so that children gain knowledge of what this means and how to be a good 

friend.  

Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

Managing self: Now that the children are gaining in confidence,  we will be encouraging them to 

express their feelings and thoughts more during whole class activates and small group work. We 

will also continue to encourage the children to take risks with activities and experiment with the 

resources in the class exercising a ‘can do’ attitude.  

See themselves as a valuable individual. 

Self Regulation:  Children will be reminded of the school rules as they begin to participate in 

assemblies, learning that they need to adjust behaviours to suit settings.   We will also begin to 

explore and resolve issues within our friendship groups and how to overcome these using our 

words and in a calm and respectful way.  

Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others, regulate behaviour accordingly. 

Expressive Arts and Design  
Creating with materials: During our weekly skills based art lessons the children will be focusing 

on techniques used to create sculptures. We will begin by using our hands to shape clay to make 

Diva lamps before learning how to use tools to create texture in playdough to  make a firework 

displays. Finally we will look at how you can combine materials to make props and using salt 

dough to make traditional tale characters and Christmas gifts.   

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 

design, texture, form and function. 

 

Being imaginative and expressive: The role play area will be a giants castle to try and encourage 

the children to use their imaginations to create their own storylines in their play.  We will also be 

linking this to Literacy tasks where the children will be designing their own ’baddie’ character and 

adding their own characters into a story.  We will be exploring beat and tempo in music and also 

listening to and dancing to music linked to some of the celebrations that we will be looking into.   

Develop storylines in their pretend play. 

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups 

Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. 

Physical Development  

Gross Motor Skills 

 PE will continue to be Write Dance on a Thursday as the children are really enjoying this 

and learning to coordinate movements with both hands. We will be moving on to bal-

ance and agility in Outdoor PE sessions where we will learn to transfer weight onto both 

feet as we jump forwards, backwards and side to side. This is great for core stability too.  

Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: 

rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing. 

Progress towards a more fluent style of moving with developing control and grace. 

Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance, and agility needed to 

engage successfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disci-

plines including dance, gymnastics, sport, and swimming. 

Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or 

sitting on the floor. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination, and agility  

 

Fine Motor Skills 

We will continue to refine fine motor skills and muscle memory in the children’s hands 

to make handwriting easier for them as well as using a range of tools. We have also 

started regular dough disco sessions which we will continue to do on a weekly basis.  

Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 

safely, and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, 

scissors, knives, forks, and spoon. 

Communication and Language  

We will be focusing on exploring language included in traditional tales, for example ‘Once upon a 

time, then, after that, in the end etc.’  We will exploring many of the favourite traditional tales 

but also looking at mixed up tales where roles are reversed to allow children to understand that 

stories can be made their own by altering the narrative.  We will be encouraging children to listen 

with intent to stories and retell them so they become familiar with a variety of stories and able to 

describe what has happened in these. 

Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them. 

Develop social phrases.  

Engage in story times.  

Retell the story once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact 

repetition and some in their own words.  

Describe events in some detail. 

Speaking: We will use story maps to encourage the use of story book language during adult led 

activities and also during independent learning.  We will encourage children to experiment with 

using some of this new vocabulary in their play and in different contexts. We will also be looking 

at rhyming words and how these sound.  

Learn new vocabulary 

Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

Use new vocabulary in different contexts 

Use new vocabulary through the day  

Literacy  

Reading Words and Comprehension: Children will continue to develop their skill of using 

phonic knowledge to blend sounds together to read simple words. We will also be encour-

aging children to interact more with the books they are reading, answering questions about 

what they have read or seen in the illustrations as well as making predictions about what 

may happen next. Now that the children have developed some confidence with reading to 

adults we will be reading with your child during the school day to develop their blending 

and recognition of High Frequency Words and Tricky Words.  

Re-read  books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their un-

derstanding and enjoyment. 

Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-

sound correspondences  

Writing: The children will be concentrating on segmenting words to hear initial, middle 

and end sounds to write a caption or a sentence. They will be encouraged to use finger 

spaces to break up words and also add full stops and capital letters. Children will continue 

to develop their cursive letter formation also. 

Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letters. 

Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

Mathematics  
Numbers and Numerical Patterns: This term we will introduce daily maths whole class sessions as 

well as continue to do 2 focus activities a week in small groups. We will continue to look at number 

names, ordering numerals and the composition of numbers to 5. (eg 2 and 2 make 3.) We will be 

continuing to practice subitising skills so children learn to recognise arrangements of different 

objects without counting. Finally we will be exploring the concept of ’parts’ and ’wholes’ of objects 

before transferring this to number based problems too.   

Count objects, actions and sounds. 

Subitise to 5. 

Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

 

Shapes and patterns: We will be exploring repeating patterns this half term and be encouraging 

children to learn to continue sequences of 2,3 or even 4. We will be creating shape, colour, move-

ment and noise patterns.  

 Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 

Understanding of the World  
People, Culture and communities:  our line of enquiry this half term is ‘ Does everyone in the 

world have a favourite pair of shoes ?’ Here the children will explore the idea that all families 

have different items that are special to them and how our lives have similarities and differences 

to people that live in other parts of the world. 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 

countries. 

Past and present: This term there will be a focus on discovering about different traditions in 

families and in some religions. We will be exploring Diwali and the celebrations and traditions 

the Hindu religion have, bonfire night and the story of the gun powder plot and of course Christ-

mas.    

Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.  

 

The Natural World: This term the children will be exploring how the environment changes as 

winter draws in. The children will continue their natural learning activities with Mrs Gilbert and 

will explore concepts such as light and dark and how things freeze.  

Explore the natural world around them.  

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside 

 

Technology: The children will be movie makers this term and have a go at using various tech-

nological devices to create a stop frame animation of a traditional tale.   

Statements in bold are the Development Matters, Early Years assessments 

we will be focusing on this half term.  

Any additional support on these at home would be greatly appreciated.  

Once Upon a Time... 
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