
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Building relationships: We will continue to look at the theme of  ‘Getting on and falling out’ this 

half term. Here we will concentrate on friendships, resolving conflicts,  corporation and team 

work. 

Managing self and Self Regulation: The children have grown in confidence greatly since last half 

term with most children keen to share their ideas in whole class situations. This half term we  will 

also be introducing lots of new activities such as t-shirt painting, rocket building and sensory play 

which will encourage children to develop the confidence to risk take and have a go.  

 

There will be a large focus on the concept of ‘making the right choice’ this half term and acting 

like astronauts.  The children will explore the thought processes of how to alter negative thoughts 

and behaviours into that which are positive, making them more aware about how their behav-

iours can affect others.  We will also continue to promote respect in the classroom so that chil-

dren look after our resources and always do what an adult asks of them.   

Manage own basic hygiene and personal needs 

Think about the perspectives of others.  

Show understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their 

behaviour accordingly. 

Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 

Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others 

Expressive Arts and Design  
Children will be encouraged to experiment with colour, texture, form and function as we design 

and make our own space themed t-shirts and moon rocks. During discovery time there will be 

many opportunities for the children to combine materials in imaginative ways as they  make stick 

puppets, create gloopy paint star prints and moon rock collages. In music children will be using 

instruments to make their own space tunes and will be encouraged to combine skills previously 

learnt such as beat, rhythm and timbre.  

The space theme lends itself well to encourage children to think imaginatively and use this to act 

out stories and take on roles of journeys through space.  The role play will be our rocket head-

quarters where the children will go on space missions and visit the planets.   

 

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody  

Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. 

 

Physical Development  

Gross Motor: The children will continue with PE on a Wednesday and Thursday.  In outdoor 

PE on Thursdays we will be focusing on ball skills and moving with agility and fluency. We are 

lucky enough to be having a cricket coach helping children develop and refine a range of ball 

skills during these sessions. On Wednesday indoor slots, we will be working on putting on a 

class dance to celebrate the Queens Jubilee.  

Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including throwing, catching, kicking, passing, 

batting, and aiming.  

Develop confidence, competence, precision, and accuracy when engaging in activities that 

involve a ball. 

Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance, and agility needed to engage 

successfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including 

dance, gymnastics, sport, and swimming. 

Fine Motor: We will be focusing on the children's handwriting and aiming for children to 

consolidate their fine motor skills so that they consistently use clearly identifiable letters  with 

the lead in lines and lead out lines and the correct ‘tripod’ grip to make this easier for them. 

Children will be encouraged to  get changed independently  when putting on costumes as we 

have noticed this is a struggle for some. We will also explore why astronauts need to stay fit 

and healthy and explore the special food they eat in space to support children’s understanding 

of health and wellbeing.  

Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: 

regular physical activity, healthy eating, toothbrushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time’, 

having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian. 

Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.  

Communication and Language  

The focus this half term with listening and attention as well as understanding is develop-

ing the children’s ability to sequence and retell key facts in a story. We will also spend an 

extended period of time by exploring new vocabulary and the meaning of descriptive 

words which we will use to describe planets in our solar system. We will also be looking 

at ‘dazzling words’  to make our descriptions even better-which are essentially alterna-

tive meanings for words we commonly use.  Please see the vocabulary triangle and 

discussion points to help with this at home. Not only this, but we will also be holding 

many discussions about important issues related to our world such as the importance of 

recycling and sun safety. With this we will be encouraging the children to listen with 

intent to what others are saying and respond with their own thoughts, explanations and 

questions to further develop their understanding.  

Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and 

why they might happen.  

Retell the story once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition 

and some in their own words. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. 

Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding.  

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when 

being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions.  

Literacy  

Word reading and comprehension: We will be encouraging children to consolidate 

their blending skills to enable them to read CVCC words and multi syllable words by 

‘chopping it up’ eg  farmyard would be read ‘farm’ then ‘yard’ before putting it all to-

gether. We will also be encouraging the children to discuss in depth what they have 

read on the page to develop their language comprehension skills. Some children who 

are ready will be starting weekly guided reading sessions to really progress these skills.  

Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. 

Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, 

where necessary, a few exception words. 

Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and 

enjoyment. 

 

Writing:  This half term we will be using ‘Talk4Writing’ to explore descriptive language 

and how to sequence facts. We will be using the book ‘There’s no place like space’ as 

our key text as it breaks the facts down into simple rhymes and encourages the children 

to explore new vocabulary. Children will have some unique writing opportunities, 

writing  in moon dust and on t-shirts to develop their skills further.  Children will be 

encouraged to write cvc and cvcc words with more independence when writing a sim-

ple sentence and use capital letters and full stops in all pieces of writing. 

Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full 

stop. 

Mathematics  

This half term we will be continuing to focus on consolidating children’s numerical skills 

with numbers from 1-10. We will be focusing on exploring numbers from 5-10, ensuring 

children become confident in understanding the composition of these numbers and re-

calling these facts or using their fingers to show these. We will also be using the ‘staircase’ 

method used with the Numberblocks to develop the children’s understanding of adding 

one more to a number, or finding what one less is. We will also be learning doubling facts 

and sorting numbers into odd and even categories.  There are lots of helpful Numberblock 

videos on Youtube your children can watch at home which are fabulous learning tools.  

Finally we will be reinforcing counting beyond 20 (some are still missing teen numbers out) 

and accurately counting objects. 
Count objects, actions and sounds. 

Subitise. 

Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

Count beyond ten. 

Compare numbers. 

Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers. 

Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10. 

Understanding of the World  

People and Communities:  Children will be learning about why some people celebrate Easter and 

explore the story of this. They will also be taking part in activities to explore some of the traditions 

linked to this celebration, such as Easter bonnet making, making cards and of course making chocolate 

nests!   
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-

fiction texts and maps.  

The Natural World: The children will be learning about lots of different aspects linked to space 

such as the need to look after our planet, phases of the moon,  how day and night occur and proper-

ties of materials which are reflective like the moon. As the seasons change  the children will also be 

looking at how the environment changes during spring time.  

Explore the natural world around them.  

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.  

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.  

Past and Present: The children will be exploring how some ways of life for people in the past were 

different from the present day- Story link- A street through Time. We will discussing how some family 

members may have lived through these times. 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.  

Talk about members of their immediate family and community 

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 

Statements in bold are the Development Matters, Early Years  

assessments we will be focusing on this half term.  

Any additional support on these at home would be greatly appreciated. 

Super Space and Sparkly Stars  
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