
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
Building relationships:   During PSHE lessons we will be looking at what makes things fair and unfair and 

encourage children to think about this as they play with their peers.  We will also be encouraging the 

children to incorporate others ideas into their activities and show sensitivity to their needs as well as 

thinking about their individual interests and wants.   

Managing self and self regulation: Children will be encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas in 

whole class situations regularly this half term and then build up to speaking in front of larger audiences.  

They will also be encouraged to try activities outside of their comfort zones and develop their ability to 

explain why they liked or disliked these.  

We will be encouraging children to work as part of a team this half term. Here they will develop their 

understanding of compromise and  how to adjust their behaviour as necessary in order to achieve what 

they have set out to.   

 

Show understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour 

accordingly.  

Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their own imme-

diate impulses when appropriate.  

Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience, and perseverance in the face of 

challenge.  

Manage own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understand-

ing the importance of healthy food choices.  

Expressive Arts and Design  

Creating with Materials: Children will be developing their knowledge of combining materi-

als and using different media to  create  pictures  and models with the  under the sea theme.  

We will be making boats, paper mache animals, paper plate jelly fish and many more art 

based projects. Children will also be encouraged to use materials in imaginative ways such as 

bubble wrap to print, or using body parts to create sea creatures. In music we will be making 

ocean music by exploring instruments as well as learning some new songs such as  ‘A sailor 

went to sea,’  ‘Oh I do like to be by the seaside’ and ‘under the sea.’ 

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody 

  

Being Imaginative and Expressive : The role play is going to be changed into a seaside café. 

Children will be encouraged to act out the roles of the staff and customers and use prior 

experiences to create narratives around. 

Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.  

Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

Physical Development  

Fine motor Skills: This half term we will be starting to explore how to control 

objects with control and coordination as we practice our ball skills in our outdoor 

PE sessions. We will begin with the basic skills such as how to manipulate the ball 

in different ways to have maximum control over it. This will then move into skills 

such as bouncing and catching it with precision. During child initiated  learning 

children will be encouraged to develop their gross and fine motor skills through a 

number of activities such as using large construction safely to make ships. We will 

also be having a focus on children holding their pencils correctly with the tri-pod 

grip so that they are able to write fluently and manipulate the pencil with preci-

sion so that they can create detailed drawings too. 

Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. 

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all 

cases.  

Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery.  

Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing  

Gross Motor Skills: As the weather changes, children will become more familiar 

with ways we should keep safe in the sun and how to take breaks in order to cool 

down. We will also be looking at why water is so  amazing, not just for the sea, 

but also for our bodies .  

Combine different movements with ease and fluency  

Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside and in a 

group. 

Communication and Language  

This half term we will focus on developing the children’s understanding by using 

questioning to encourage children to make links and notice patterns to create their 

own ideas when looking at stories.  They will also be encouraged to develop their 

vocabulary by exploring  the features of a non-fiction book and look at how to use 

these to gain information.  Children will  be given the opportunity to develop their 

sense of audience awareness when speaking by encouraging them to speak in a range 

of situations such as with their talk partners, in small group situations and also in 

whole class activities.  

Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. 

Engage in non-fiction books. 

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new 

knowledge and vocabulary. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced 

vocabulary from  stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. 

Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, includ-

ing use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with 

modelling and support from their teacher. Hold conversation when engaged in back

-and-forth exchanges with  their teacher and peers  

Literacy  

Reading: We will be reading a large selection of non-fiction books as well as exploring some 

beautiful picture books to embed this new topic.  We will be developing reading comprehen-

sion skills by answering questions about the narrative or predicting the endings. Children will 

be encouraged to discuss and recognise the features and purpose of contents, glossaries and 

index pages. We will be practicing reading Phase 4 tricky words by sight and learning to read  

words with 5 or more sounds which make them up.  

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their 

own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 

and poems and during role play. 

Writing:  Talk 4 Writing will be used to ‘box up’ facts about sea creatures as we  make our 

own non-fiction texts.  Children will be encouraged to write full sentences with most words 

segmented into sounds correctly, capital letters and full stops. This will be encouraged to be 

done with independence. Children will also explore how to reflect on their writing, by reading 

over it to ensure they have all the sounds they need in each word and correct punctuation.   

 
Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full 

stop. Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense  

Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.   

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

 Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

 Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters  

Mathematics  

There will be a focus on length/height, capacity and weight this half term. Children will develop 

their understanding of the vocabulary associated with each through various activities and be 

encouraged to use this as they measure.  We will be exploring non-standard units of measure 

such as ‘cupful's’  as well as introduce standard units of measure e.g. grams and centimetres.  

Compare length, weight and capacity 
Numbers:  
Children will be encouraged to use their number knowledge to  subitise to totals to 10 and also 

develop their  understanding of number bonds to 10. We will begin by using our fingers  to 

work these out and then try to do this by memory.  

Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10. 

Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.  

Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. 

 Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.  

 Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how 

quantities can be distributed equally. 

Understanding of the World  

Past and Present: This half term we will be using stories  linked to the past to encour-

age children to describe some original historical sources - Story link- Grandpa Bodley and 

the photographs by Caroline Castle and Peter Bowman. 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.  

Talk about members of their immediate family and community  

 

People, cultures, and communities: Children will be developing their understanding of 

occupations as they take on roles in the Seaside Café.  

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.   

 

The Natural World: The children will be looking closely at water and oceans at the start 

of this topic. They will explore what currents are and how these change. We will be 

experimenting with how hot and cold water can  move in different ways. They will then 

be investigating lots of different sea creatures,  commenting on their similarities and 

differences and learning facts about these. There will also be opportunities for the chil-

dren to explore materials which float or sink.  

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, 

including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

Commotion In The Ocean 
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Statements in bold are the Development Matters, Early Years  

assessments we will be focusing on this half term.  

Any additional support on these at home would be greatly appreciated. 


