
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
Making relationships:   During this last half term we will be continuing to encourage children to develop their 

understanding and importance of including other peoples thoughts and ideas into games, even if they do not 

necessarily fit  with their own personal opinions.  

Early Learning Goal 

Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to 

organise their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with 

adults and other children. 

Self confidence and self awareness:   During transition weeks  (even if held in the classroom) the children will be 

encouraged to approach the unfamiliarity with the confidence and self awareness they have shown this year. In 

order to prepare for this we will be having many circle times focusing on  discussing what they are looking forward 

to in their new class and also addressing any worries they may have.   

Early Learning Goal 

Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities more than others. They are 

confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for 

their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help. 

Managing feelings and behaviour:  This term we will be focusing on new expectations for their behaviour when 

they are in their new class, teaching them their new place to line up, new routines and independent tasks that they 

are expected to fulfil daily.   

Early Learning Goal 

Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its 

consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and under-

stand and follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of 

routine in their stride 

Expressive Arts and Design  
We will be having fun and getting messy as we explore some new techniques as well as visit those we have 

already explored this year to create art work such as finger print bee hives, stain glass butterflies and 

paper mache sculptures.  We will also be looking at using natural materials in creative ways when we 

make some grass heads and decorate these with funny faces!  We will also be focusing on the skill of 

colour mixing and seeing what colours we can create when combining them together. 

Early Learning Goal 

Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely 

use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 

form and function 

Being imaginative:  

The children will have many opportunities to use their creativity to form narratives using small world 

sensory play and in the role play area which is a pet shop.  

Early Learning Goal 

Children use what they have learnt about media and  

materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts 

and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories. 

Physical Development  

Moving and handling:  The children will take part in their first sports day this 

month (even if this is just a class event) so PE lessons leading up to this will focusing on 

practising the skills needed to ensure the children are confident in competing with 

others. We will be conducting running races, group games and experimenting with 

balancing  various equipment on parts of our bodies. Here we will focus on developing 

the children's awareness of the rules in such events for example how to start, where to 

place your feet on the line and when to commence an activity.  We will also be continu-

ing the ‘Real PE’ skills based PE sessions. This half term we will focus on manipulating 

large balls in different ways. 

Early Learning Goal 

Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. They 

move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They handle equipment 

and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

Health and Self-Care:  Although the children have grown greatly in their independ-

ence this year, this will be encouraged further as we prepare them for year 1. We will 

teach the children skills needed to complete learning tasks in whole class settings. 

Early Learning Goal 

Children know the importance for good health of physical exercise, and a healthy diet, 

and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. They manage their own basic hygiene 

and personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet inde-

pendently. 

Communication and Language  

Children will be focussing on exploring the language used in non-fiction books to order 

facts. Some examples of these are; first, next and finally. As we explore different animals 

children will also get the opportunity to learn new words associated with the different 

features of the insects or where they live.  

Due to the curious nature of this topic, children will also be encouraged to further their 

understanding about habitats, life cycles and mini beasts through asking more complex 

questions such as ‘how’ and ‘why,’ as well as using speech to express their own thoughts 

in response to questions. 
Early Learning Goal 

Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately 

anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, ques-

tions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriate-

ly, while engaged in another activity 

Children follow instructions involving several ideas or  actions. They answer ‘how’ and 

‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 

Children express themselves effectively, showing  awareness of listeners’ needs. They 

use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have 

happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and expla-

nations by connecting ideas or events. 

Literacy  

Reading: We have now started Phase 5 phonics and are learning alternative spellings of 

some sounds which should make the children’s reading slightly more fluent as they pick these 

up. We have also introduced some more irregular words which I have sent home. The chil-

dren’s language comprehension skills are really coming along, however we will introduce 

more inference questions when reading at school to encourage children to use what they 

have read to interpret this into new meaning, for example “ what else could the dog be 

called?”  We will also be encouraging children to use their phonic knowledge to read ‘alien’ 

words. This improves accuracy of their reading and encourages children to identify digraphs 

and trigraphs in their reading. 
Early Learning Goal 

Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and 

read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate understand-

ing when talking with others about what they have read 

Writing:  The class really enjoyed using non-fiction texts to find facts out about sea animals 

last term, and once again this topic lends itself to extending this further. We will be research-

ing different mini beasts, their habitats and  life cycles using similar boxing up methods learnt 

previously, however we will be looking more into the language used in such texts. We will also 

be focusing on mastering the components of a simple sentence to prepare them for Year 1. 

Early Learning Goal 

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also 

write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and 

others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 

Mathematics  

Shape, Space and Measure:  We will be focusing on the topics of money and time this half term. 

With regard to money, we will be learning to recognise coins and begin to look at their values. We will then 

also be role playing shops and adding small totals together for example 2p and 5p. When we look at time we 

will start with the basic skills such as days of the week and month names. We will then look at how we can 

measure time using sand timers and digital timers, before moving on to looking at clocks.   
Early Learning Goal 

Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20,  place them in order and say which number is one 

more  or one less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-

digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving 

and sharing. 

Numbers: We will continue to re-enforce ordering numbers to 20 and beyond, adding, subtracting, 

doubling and halving numbers.   

Early Learning Goal 

Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to 

compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They 

explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them. 

Understanding of the World  
People and Communities:  Children will develop their understanding about different occupations 

with the new role play set up. It is a pet shop, allowing children to become shop assistants as well as 

customers.  

Early Learning Goal 

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 

They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They 

know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions 

The World: We will focus on  looking at creepy crawlies. We will be exploring the similarities and 

differences of insects and their habitats and also learning about the changes that occur as they grown 

and change during life cycles. We will be observing first hand how caterpillars change into butterflies.  

Early Learning Goal 

Children know about similarities and differences in  relation to places, objects, materials and living 

things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments 

might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some 

things occur, and talk about changes. 
Technology:  This half term we will be experimenting with programming devices to make them 

move.   

Early Learning Goal 

Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They 

select and use technology for particular purposes 

 

Statements in bold are the Development Matters, Early Years assessments I 

will be assessing the children on this half term to make my final judgements.  
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